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LETTER FROM AN IDLER. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 


Took up, I know not by what accident, a book the other 
day, in which I found the following fentiments. That 

I fhould take the trouble to read them would appear very ex- 
traordinary to you, if you knew my character, and that I 
fhould take the much greater trouble of copying them, will 
yet appear more extraordinary, when you confider what 1 am 
doing, and compare it with my general principle, which is to 
do nothing, —But to come to the fentiments, for I long to finith 
them ; 

An indolent man is a carcafe; and if he does not take care, 
the birds of prey, (the minifters of vengeance) will be at him. 
In Romney marfh, when the ravens, hovering on high, and 
keeping a fharp look-out, fee a fheep turned on his back, fo fat 
and unwieldy that he cannot recover himfelf, they inftantly 
foule down upon him, pick out his eyes, and then devour the 
body, carrying it away piecemeal, as they are able. Perfons 
are therefore fet to watch, on purpole to prevent this ca- 
taftrophe. 

The bufy man, fay the Turks, is troubled with one devil, 
but the idle man is tormented with athoufand. Idlenefs is the 
moft painful fituation of mind, as ftanding ftill, according to 
Galen, is of the body. The irkfomenefs of being idle is hu- 
mouroufly hit off by Voltaire’s old woman in Candide, who 
Von, XXVIII, 701. N puts 
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puts it to the philofophers, “* Which is worft, to experience 
all the miferies threugh which every one of us hath pafled, or to 
remain here doing nothing 2?” Bithop Cumberland being told 
by f me of his f iends, that he would weary himfelf out by ine 
tenfe application, replied, * It is better to wear out than to ruf 
out.” In the mind as well the body, natural and politic, flags 
nation is. follawed by putrefa@tion, A want of proper motica 
does not breed reft and ftability; but a motion of another 
kind; a motion unfeen and inteftine, which does not preferve, 
but d eftroy. 

It is a wondér to myfelf, Mr. Printer, that I have been able 
to fcribble all this ftuff, every line of wiich is a perfonal 
reflelion—and I know not whether I flva!l be able to get on 
with my ftory. Kuow, then, that I am one of thofe carcafes, 
and putrefa&ions defcribed abowe, and have been fo all my 
life. Lazinefs with me is a habit, and [ may fay a {cience, 
which by long experience I have learned to reduce to certain 
rules, 

My father was a rich man inhis way, and left me amply 
provided for, totally independent of a “I bufinefs, but the great 
bufinefs of pleafure. I muft do mylelf the juftice to fay, that 
[{ have not greatly impaired my patrimony, which is a lucky 
circumftance, for [ am pofitively too lazy to work at any bufi- 
nefs, not could I ever get through the fatigue of afking favours 
—a fatigue fo great, that I am aflured fome very worthy men 
have funk under it at the doors of great men, and have had 
their carcafes pufhed into the kennels, by fellows with lace 
upon their coats, money in their pockets, and no brains in their 
heads. —But you may form fome jadgment of my wayof life, 
from knowing the hiftory of one day or two ; juit as well as if 
you lived with me for atwelvemonth or more, 
~ In the morning I rife, juft when I pleafe, and that I may 
find every thing ready for me in the houfe, I never rife before 
every b body el! fe has been up for two or three hours. My breaks 
faft is brought into my bedroom, that I may have as little trou- 
ble as poffible in going to it; and with the affiftance of two 
or three newfpapers, I make a fhift to divert myfelf for the 
next two hours. If one of the papers drop out of my hand, 
there it lies onthe floor, unlefs the fervant comes into the 
room by chance, and picks it up. By chance he muft come, 

he comes at all, for I abominate the fatigue and noife of 

tinging bells. About one o’clock, my frizeur attends, but 
he mutt wait in my dreffing-room for fome time, until I have 
fummoned up fufficient refolution to go to him. Daring this 
operation 
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operation I frequently fall alleep, and when it is finifhed, walk 
with great deliberation to my toilet, where, if I can keep my 
eyes open, I drefs myfelf by flow and imperceptible degrees 
forthe days This being done, if I happen not to fit down 
again, | walk out, no matter where, in the ftreets, the park, the 
common highway, or any where. ‘The cravings of appetite 
only call me to dinner, but as they, though occafionally keen, 
are not always regular, it would not be eafy to find out which 
ismy dinner hour. If I[havean engagement, it isa thoufand 
toone 1-remember it; and if I dine at home, the dinner is 
fpoiled by being kept back for me. Thefe difficulties, how- 
ever, being furmounted in fome way or other, the dinner em- 
ploys me until fix or feven o’clock, and I generally enjoy a 
very comfortable nap during that time. 

Although I live within a ftreet or two of both theatres, 
I fend for a coach, and by mere force of violent exertion, 
which is very unufual to me, throw mylelf in and out-of it. 
The play being over, I tumble into fome coffee-houfe, always 
the firft | can meet with, where I enjoy the fupreme luxury of 
a mot comfortable lounge. The waiters like much to fee 
me enter, as I give them very little troutle. After I have 
givea my orders for fupper, they may obey them juft when they 
pleafey and how they pleafe. 1 woyld not fubmit to the toil 
of complaining for twenty times the value of my fupper. Af- 
ter this meal is finifhed, I read the evening papers, if they lic 
inmy way, or are broughtto me readily; for! never afk twice 
for any thing 5; avd enjoy the news of the day, and a bottle of 
wine, with all the caluwnefs of a ftoic philofopher. If the 
wine be good, I drink it ; if bad, 1 pay for it, and leave it, fo 
that l am generally reckoned a very good cultomer, in cales 
where the houfe itfelf is not very good, and I humbly apprehend 
thatthere are a great many fuch cuftomers as mylfelf, though 
fome of them may, perhaps, take tie troudle to find faut. 
Night coming on, the waiter procures me a coach, and I go 
to bed with more expedition than I do any thing elfe, as it is 
my favourite afylum, and I have neither wife nor miitrcis to 
break my reft. 

Ikeep little or no company. I once, indeed, had a nume- 
rous acquaintance, but they plagued me fo much with invita- 
tions and engagements, that 1 was quite fatigued to death in 
complying with them. To breakfalt with one, dine with a 
fecond, and fup with a third, was enough to kill a perfon of 
Herculean ftrength. It is true, they did not make me drink 
toomuch, as the [rifh and Scotch hofpitality enjoins, but what 
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is drinking when compared to the fatigue of going from place 
to place, and being obliged to anfwer a number of impertinent 
queftions which they call converfation ? They afked me if it 
was a cold day, when they faw me fhivering; if hot, when 
I was in a general perfpiration ; if it fnowed, when my coat 
was all over white; orif it rained, when I was wet to the fkin, 
In fhort, I got rid of them all one way or other, and now I have 
the fatisfaGtion to think that they care as little for me as Ido 
for them. 

Marriage I never thought of, and there is a fatigue attending 
gallantry, which cannot be reconciled to my difpofition, | 
live very fougly and comfortably in lodgings, where there are 
no other lodgers, and no children. I had once foe relations 
in the country, but whether they are alive or dead, I know not, 
They plagued me with letters, which I could for a time have 
borne with, if they had not had the impertinence to expec 
anfwers, and, I fuppofe, were affronted becaufe I fent them 
none. ‘The only people I converle with are thofe with whom 
I lodge, and that converfation becomes fhorter and fhorter 
every day, for as they are pretty well acquainted with all my 
wants and withes, they have learned to fulfil them, without giving 
me the trouble to afk for any thing, for which, certainly, | am 
much obliged to them. I will pay them what they are entitled 
to, if they demand it; but I will pay them double, if they hold 
their tongues, 

In a word, Sir, for I feel myfelf monftroufly fatigued with 
writing this letter, I am confidered by every body as a quiet, 
inoffenfive man, of a ferious and fober turn, very regular in all 
my motions, and the beft lodger a landlord can have, and the 
beft cuftomer atavernever had. ‘The few acquaintances who 
have not forfaken me (and they are very few) comply withall 
my humours, and carry on. their converfation without paying 
any attention tome. Sometimes they think 1 am crazy, and 
indeed have gone {o far as to forget that I am in the room, and 
wiok to one another, pointing to their heads. In this manner, 
Sir, I live. His Mojefty has not a quicter fubject in his do- 
minions, for 1 never could fuffer the fatigue of politics, and 
take things juft as they run. How I have been able to write 
folong a letter is to me aftonifhing. I have not done fuch a 
thing thefe twenty years. Perhaps I might endeavour to ac- 
count for it, but it would be troublefome | Whether you are 
pleafed to print or burn it, you have no chance of ever hearing 


from me, while lam, J 
SAMUEL SLOTH. 
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4n AFFECTING ANECDOTE. 


Short time fince as [ was travelling into Kent, the leifure 
A which the neceflary rett of my horfes afforded, induced 
me to take a ramble into the country near Dartford, where 
I might not only fee the adjoining country, which feldom falls 
tothe lot of perfons who pafs through poft towns, but might 
alfo obferve fomething of the fituatiom of the peafantry, al- 
ways interefting, becaufe too often negleéted. 

I had pafled over feveral fields full of the luxuriance of 
nature, and teeming their produce into maturity with a pro- 
life rapidity, that the foft rains after a dry introduction to 
fring, had greatly tended to facilitate. Upon the verge of 
thefe fields, 1 purfued a narrow road or cartway till I reached a 
{mall river called the Dart or Darent, which waters this fertile 
valley ; as I ftretched along its banks, a fuall village prefented 
itfelf at a fhort diftance, whofe retired tranquillity invited me 
to its fhades. 

But whatever may have been the charms of this diftant 
profpect, trouble and diftrefs arrefted both my eyes aad ears as 
I approached. 

There was a row of fix {mall cottages ; the firft was fhut 
up, and the door faftened by a padlock 5; on a broken bench 
near the green yard in front, fat a woman, whole condition 
was fuch as always infures the protection and afliftance of 
every humane perion; near to ber {tood a little girl, too young 
toknow the reafons of her mother’s diftrefs ; and not far from 
thencey a freth coloured boy of about ten years of age, thaking 
his father’s hands which were clafped together, with his eyes 
ixed on the ground, in order to extort from his clofed lips, 
ananfwer to his haplefs queftion, what he propoted to do for 
the night. 

It would have been unnatural, if I had not inftantly become 
one of the party: It needed litile enquiry to learn, that the 
landlord had feized all their little ftore of furniture, and had 
locked the door on them without fhelter, food, or bed for the 
night! The rent had been two quarters in arrear, the ex- 
pences of a former lying in not yet recovered, and another 
labour daily expected ! 

Oh! ye, who in this perilous ftate, have every comfort 
your hearts can fancy, for whom every medical and friendly 
aid are procured without alloy, whom the gifts of affluence 
chear in the hour of your agonizing throes 5 think upon thofe, 
Who, like this object of mifery, were unprepared with even a 
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bed to lie down upon, or a decent covering for the babe tha 
was burfting into birth. 

Two women from the adjoining cottages approached them 
with unaffected goodnefs, and prevailed on their neighbourto 
accept the little accommodations they could afford, | affifed 
in leading her in; a neat room paved with brick, and a bed, 
jn ong corner was all that they had, befides their charitable 
holpjtality to offer; and while one difpofed thus of her afflied 
fifter, the other divided their families in fuch a manner aso 
afford accommodation in both cotteges for them all. 

The rent that was due amounted to 41. which I gave tothe 
hufband, and left them. 


Intersfling Account of a new Route to the Eaft Indies by 
Aleppo and Bagdad ; exhibiting many curious Part. 
culurs of the Cuftoms and Manners of the Turks. 


(Continued from Page €9.) 


AS foon as the remembrance of the laughing affair wasa 
little decayed, the Tartar began to relax into good 
humour, and to talk with his ufual vehemence; for he was 
always, according to the flow of his fpirits, either fullenly filen 
or extravagantly loquacious. His tongue might be confidered 
asa thermometer, by which the warmth or coldnels of his 
temper might be calculated, and the extremes of garrulity and 
taciturnity were the indices. His converiation, however, was 
very cigcum{cribed, and confilted chiefly of ftories of bimlctt 
and his horfe, the amazing journies he made, and the feats 
manhood he performed, ; 

That he conceived me to be in fome refpeSs a parcel o 
property, I have good realon to believe, for 1 observed that a 
fome caravan(eras the people colleSted round me, and regarded 
me with ftrong fymptoms of furprife and pity; fome viewed 

: with commileration, fone with contempt; but not one 
creature, however wretched or abj ¢t, feemed to envy my 
fituation. 

I was the more confirmed in this opinion by an incident that 
happened between Diarbeker and Moful. One morning l was 
unufually overcome with the fatigues of the preceding day: 
The Tartar called me, fummoned me to horfe; and finding 
that I gave no an{wer, nor fhewed any token of awaking, he 


lifted ac in his arms bodily from my couch (fach was bi 
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firength that he did it without any difficulty), carried me out 
without the leaft ceremony, and, before I was fo completely 
awake as to be fenfible of my fituation, had me fixed upon a 
horfe ready to depart. 

A tranfa&tion fo very fingular, you may well conclude, 
furprifed me at the time, and would not readily be forgotten : 
Such a crowd of ftrange, confufed, and incongrous thoughts 
and fenfations as occurred to me, | never before experienced : 
They were painful, they were furprifing—but 1 was in fuch a 
ftate that I could not afterward analyfe them. The chief. re- 
flection that arofe from it was, that human fentimeat mult be 
in a deplorable ftate of degradation indeed, when iuch a cir- 
cumftance could occur from the notion that a man was as 
much an afict or piece of property, could be transferred by the 
fame means, and moved in the fame unfeeling manner, as any 
portion of inert matter that makes up a bale of merchandize. 
Of thetruth of this pofition] had foan after a melancholy 
proof, inan incident which, though lamentable, was attended 
with fuch ludicrous circumitances, that even now I never 
think of it without (miling—{miling, as I did then, witha heart 
bleeding with pity. 

One morning I was awakened before day-break with a 
buftie in the caravanfera where welodged. I conjectured that 
the Tartar was preparing to get forward, and rofe in order to 
lofenotime. I wasfo far right in my conjectures: The hories 
were ready, and I came out to mount, and was very much 
fatprifed to perccive feveral horfes before me loaded with 
fomething which ftood erect from their backs, and which I had 
barely light to difcern were not men, [concluded that they 
were bales of merchandize packed in a particular form, aod 


4 


fked no queftions till full day light cifcloied to me that they 
were human creatures tied upinfacks, and faftened aftride on 
thehorfes’ backs. There was a ftrange union of horror and 
oddity in the conception, that {truck me at once with a mixed 
emotion of indignation, pity, and mirth,—The former how- 
what it meant.—He {aid that the facks contained fome young 
women whom the ‘Tartar bad bought.—‘ Good God!” 
lid], “ is it poffible that he can have bought wretched 
femalesto treatthem with fo little tendernefs?” ‘ He has 
bought them,” returned my fervant, ** in the way of traffic, 
tot for pleafure.”” 

“ Suppofe he has,”’ faid I, ** fuppofe even they were men, 
hot to mention young women, how can he imagine that -* 
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will furvive this ? Tied upand fweltered in a fack, faftened 
crofslegs on a horfe, and driven at {uch an amazing rate (for by 
this time we had fet forward, and another Tartar was whips 
ping the horfes up all the time, and driving them on) how isit 
poffible they can’ farvive? Tney muft be {mothered—they 
mutt be {hattered to pieces—they muft be ftripped, excoriated, 
and tortured to death !” 

“© If I might prefume to advife,” faid he, * I would fay 
that you had better make no remarks upon it: It would only 
getthem perhaps worfe treated, and raife his anger againt 
you.” 

To conclude, I took his advice, and kept my mind to 
mylelf. The unfortunate women were in this manner carried 
5° miles, at the end of which their tender-hearted purchaler 
difpofed of them infome way of keeping till his return 5 when 
I fuppofe they were to be carried back in facks aftride upon 
hortes, all the way to Aleppo, there to be fold to the highet 
bidder. 

This affair tended to prejudice me ftrongly again my 
Tartar.guide, and I was for fome time that | could not look 
upon him without horror: But at length my refentment abated; 
and reafon, refuming her feat of cool decifion, told me, that 
though it was a crime, and a grievous one, he was not fo re- 
fpontible for it as thofe who, knowing better, authorifed it by 
their concurrence, gave it the fanction of law, and made it 
familiarly practifed ; he only did that which he had been even 
from his mother’s brealt inttructed to do, and fhould therefore 
not be judged by thofe rules which a Briton would lay down for 
the government of tuch cafes. 

A Briton !— Hold! Have I not now been uttering a moh 
fevere fatire upon the Britith nation? Yes! imputing to men 
a virtue which they want, is the worft kind of fatire—lI meant 
it not at the time, but will not retract what I have written— 
Britons deferve the lath of fatire ! They deferve a worle lah: 
For the trafic inhuman bodies {till ftands a bloody brand of 
infamy on her great national councils. Their brothers’ blood! 
the blood of millions of murdered A ricans, like that of 
Abel, cries to Heaven againft them, and will not, i fear, cry 
in vain. 

Great God !|—What a horrible thought !—what an inde 
lible ftigma! that a legiflator fhall, in the cold blood of come 
merce, make a calculation of the probable profit upon human 
lives—put commercial expedicncy in the balance =. 
murder 
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murder—-and make convenience the excufe for crime !—Why, 
the robber may dofo!—But fhall Britons, generous Britons, 
who boaftful claim precedence of the world in freedom, 
humanity, and juftice—fthall they look on and fee inferior 
nations {purning from them with horror the debafing traffic ; 
and ftimulated by avarice, or mifled by wicked policy, retain 
the blot that other ftates have wiped away, and live at once the 
curfe of one part, andthe fcorn of the reft of mankind ?— 
Forbid it mercy! Forbid it Heaven!—And oh! may that 
virtuous man, who, difdaining the malignant taunts of the 
bafe and interefted, boldly fteps forth the advocate of man and 
of his country, and feffion after feffion {prings from the couch 
of repofe which opulence prefents him, to break the fetters and 
the fcourges which improbity and avarice have forged for our 
fellow-creatures—may he fucceed and bear down all his op- 
pofers ! and may the jultice of his country make his triumph 
and his glory as certain and complete here, as the juftice of that 
Being, under whofe direction he acts, will doubtlefs make 
them hereafter ! 

I was now approaching faft to that region where the winds 
ftrike all living things that draw them in inftantly dead: Aud 
conceiving that the more expeditious 1 was in getting over the 
journey, the greater chance | had of efcaping thofe mifchiefs; 
I pufhed heartily forward, and urged the Tartar till he at laf 
exorefled his aftonifhment and approbation; paid me the com- 
pliment to fay, that I was almoft equal to himfelf for enduring 
fatigue ; and concluded with a very fagacious furmife, that in 
all probability I had been my(clf a carrier of difpatches among 
the Frank Governments. 

One day after we had rode about four miles from a caravan- 
feta, at which we had changed our cattle, I found that a moft 
execrably bad horie had fallen tomy lot: He was ftiff, feeble, 
and foundered ; in confequence of which he flambled very 
much, andI every minute expected that he would fall and roll 
overme. I therefore propofed to the guide to exchange with 
me ; a favour he had hitherto never refufed, and for which I 
was the more anxious, as the beaft he rode was of the very beft 
kind. To my utter aftonifhment he perempiorily refufed:: 
And as this had been a day of unufual taciturnity on his part, 
attributed his refufal to pecvifhnefs and ill-temper, and was 
refolved not to Jet the matter reftthere. I therefore defired the 
interpreter to inform him, that as he had at Aleppo agreed to 
change horfes with me as often as I pleafed, I thould confider 
Vou. XXVIIL, 701. O our 



































go THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


our agreement infringed uponif he did not comply, and would 
write to the conful at “Aleppo to that effect. 


(To be continued.) 


Mr. Owen's Account of an Exhibition of a Combat of 
Wild “Bea/ls at Vienna. 


TS fingularity may amufe the Englifh reader. This is 
called the Hetz, or combat of wild beafts. It was ex- 
hibited on a fpacious amphitheatre, not built like the ancient 
Roman amphitheatresof mafly ftone, but of a light conftruce 
tion. A triple row of galleries encircle that area which is 
allotted to the combats. ‘Ihe opening of the ceremony was 
announced by the firing of a piltol, when the mafter of the 
beaft proceeded to the centre. of. the arena, and cracked with 
great violence a long whip. This was the fignal for the 
keepers to throw open the mouth of the den, and Jet out that 
beaft which was to fuftain the firft combat. The feveral dens 
are under the galleries, upon a level with the arena, the mouths 
opening direétly upon it. ‘The animal that firft entered wasa 
bear, upon whom two furious dogs were fhortly let in. Thele 
chaced him fome time, till at length they faftened upon him, 
and brought him to the ground, when the matter and his crew 
entering, loofened the dogs from their prey, anc the bear was 
remanded to his prifon. 

Tot nis fuccecded many fimilar engagements between the 
dogs and other beafts, which afforded vatt divertion to the 
{pectators, who crowned every victory with fhouts of triumph 
The cffeQof thefe united acclamations reminded me of the 
fingular ftructure which the Romans have given thefe edifices, 
approp: iated to the pur rpofes of py blic ipe Bac les. The walls 
in the Cireus of Car -acalla are —— fown with urns and 
hollow earthen veflels, doubtlefs to give the greateft poflible 
effe& to thofe fhouts which mark the ipe€ators’ applaule. 

The fcene which moft amufed me in this reprefentation 
was that in which the whole tribe of favages were let out 
together. . “Thefe were bears of all nations, Hungaria ti) OXel, 
buffaloes, wolves, and wild boars, attacking each other in 
all direciions, and engag zing in a thoufand “varied combats. 
it noble lion k tout, who exhibited a majeltic 





There wasan 

ectacle. He regarded the {pectators with a collected aiped 
and, feating himfelf, upon his hind quarters, received all the 
attacks of d nd bea@s with a frown of defiance, and 4 


~ 


roar 










i=: to Bh Gide a Ge “tee 2 ok 


—_ - = 


-_- & .~.% se _ 





R, 


and would 


Combat of 


This is 
t was ex. 
he ancient 
t conftruce 
. which is 
mony was 
fter of the 
cked with 
val for the 
t out that 
veral dens 
the mouths 
ered wasa 
ne Thele 
upon him, 
d his crew 
bear was 


tween the 
on to the 
F triumph. 
me of the 
(fe edifices, 
The walls 
urns and 
ft poffible 
ule, 
efentation 
re let out 
riath OXel, 
other in 
combats. 
. majeltic 
ed alpedt, 
-d all the 
e, and 4 
roar 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 91 


roar which fhook the theatre. Atthe clofe of this reprefenta- 
tiona fuperb fire-work was played off from a board, which was 
elevated toa confiderable height intheair. To this board a 
bear clung with his paws, and afcending with it, continued fuf- 
pended till the whole of the fire-work was played off. It was 
very extraordinary to fee the beaft, in this fituation, enveloped 
in {parks and flames. I was curious to know how this was 
effected, and was informed that the board was fmeared with 
blood ; and as thefe animals are nearly ftarved, in order to keep 
them furious, the fcent of the blood fixes the animal. In ad- 
dition to this, the aGtor of this great fcene is conftantly 
regaled, when he defcends, with a piece of flefh prepared for 
that purpofe, The negleét of this accuftomed bounty is fai 
to have proved fatal to the former matter of thefe animals, 
The bear defcending from his frightful elevation, and not re- 
ceiving inftantaneoully his expected morfel, faftened upon the 
mafter, and tore him mortally before he could be difengaged. 
As this is an exhibition humanity can find little to delight in 
I was aftonifhed to fee, in cafting my eyes around, fo many fe- 
male {peCtators attending this bloody {peétacle, which feems, 
indeed, fcarcely compatible with the police of a civilifed ttate. 





INTERESTING TRIALS, 
COURT of KING’s BENCH, 
LEGAL TENDER. 


N the laft Trinity term, in a caufe tried before Lord 
Kenyon, in proving a tender, it was ftated by a witnets, 

that the defendant had tendered’ in payment a country bank 
noteof rol, ‘The plaintiff faid, it was not enough and re 
fuled it. 

The Counfel for the plaintiff contended, that the tender of 
acountry bank-note was nota legal tender. 

The Lord Chief Juftice obferved, that neither a country 
bank-note, nor a Bank of England note was a legal tender, if 
the perfon, to whom they weretendered, objected to them zt 
the time ; but, in this cafe, the plaintiff did not object to 
the note, but to the fize of it; and if he were afterwards to 
be permitted to object to it, becaule it was a country-note, he 
might entrap the defendant, who, if it had been objected to at 
fhe time, might have had money in his pocket, and might have 
tendered that moncy ; and therefore bis Lordthip held, <hat the 

O 2 tender 
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tender of this note, which was not objected to at the time, was 
a legal tender. 


ory 





MONDAY July 11, 1796, a caufe of fome importance to 
the intereft of the eftablifhed church, was decided in the Court 
of Arches, Doétors’ Commons. 

The Rev. William Percy, a clergyman of the eftablifhment, 
had been accuftomed to read prayers, preach, adminifter the 
Sacrament, and occafionally to church women, and baptife 
children, according to the rites of the church of England, in 
the parifh of Woolwich, in a building (improperly called a 
chapel) neither confecrated nor Kicenfed for fuch purpofes, but 
originally appropriated to diflenters. 

Mr. Percy made no defence; but being condemned in cofts, 
he perfonally petitioned the Court for a mitigation of the cofts, 
on the plea of not having baptifed children privately in houfes, 
as fet forth in the fixth article, which was accordingly with- 
drawn ; but having, by his own confeffion, incurred the pe- 
nalty of the other five articles, the Court rejeéted his petition. 
He was confequently condemned in the whole cofts, amounting 
to about fifteen guineas; and admonifhed by the Judge who 
prefided, to defift in future from fuch irregular practices as were 
a grofs abufe of the Toleration A&. 

The above caufe was promoted by the rector of Wool- 
wich, 





LINCOLN's INN HALL, 
SATURDAY, July 16, 
Eart of Lonspace, v. CHurcny of Whitehavem 


THIS is a cafe which affe&ts a great number of corpora 
tions, focieties, and clubs, who elect by ballot, and is highly 
interefting to the parties concerned, 

It is well known that the Earl has avery large coal-mine 
near Whit-haven, a branch of which runs direétly under that 
town. Inorder to regulate the working of this colliery, by an 
A& of Queen Anne, twenty truftees are to be appointed, fix 
of them by the Lowther family, not then ennobled, and fout- 
teen to be elected by all the legal houfeholders of the town by 
ballot. This mode, no doubt, was adopted to fruftrate the 


vait influence of that family amongft the inhabitants, and to 
jecure 
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fecure a fair reprefentation of the people by their truftees. 
This A& was confirmed by the 2d Geo. III, but it has fo 
happened that the election of the fourteen has been for fome 
time made by lifts, fizned by very few of the inhabitants, who 
were influenced, and the Jaft ele€tion had but fixty four names 
out of 2000 ; and thus the inhabitants were totally deprived 
of their legal rights. Mr. Church and other inhabitants 
brought this cafe before the Lord Chancellor, and it was re 
ferred to a Mafter to report, who reported that the figned lifts 
were a written ballot ; therefore the A&t was complied with. 
To this report there was an exception 5 and it was argued for 
the Earl by the Solicitor-General and Mr. Graham, and for 
the inhabitants by the Attorney-General and Mr. Lloyd. 

The Lord Chancellor was of opinion, that it was time to 
putan end to this evafion of a pofitive Aét of Parliament, 
which was evidently intended to prevent undue influence in 
the choice of truitces; that the lifts figned and approved by a 
few inhabitants, was an appointment by fubfcription, and not 
an ele&tion by ballot, in which the parties might give their 
votes either openly or fecretly juft as they pleafed. He further 
obferved, that he did not fee much benefit refulting from fuch 
ballots; the hiftory of mankind had proved that they were as 
little to be depended upon as an open poll; and the voters, 
although they gave their voices fecretly, were, neverthelefs, by 
fome means difcovered. Such was the cafe with the banifh- 
ment of Theophrattus from Athens, and the judgment paffed 
upon Clodius, at Rome, where the opinions were well known, 
notwithftanding the fecret method of balloting. But in this 
cale there was a pofitive Act of Parliament, which ought to be 
obeyed 3 and therefore the Mafter’s report was reje@ted. The 
lat ele&tion by lift was deemed illegal, and the inhabitants were 
clearly entitled to an election by ballot. 


On the PRISONS of PHILADELPHIA, 
(Continued from Page 55+) 


HE conviats, whofe fentence does not include folitary 
confinement, are on their arrival placed among the reft ; 

their clothes are taken away, and, if neceflary, expofed to heat 
in an oven, and the common dre(s of the prifoners put on them, 
They are made acquainted with the regulations of the houfe, 
and interrogated with refpect to the labour they are able or 
willing 
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willing to perform. The officer who brings them delivers 
to the infpectors a fhort account of their crime, of ils aggra- 
¥ating or extenuating circumftances, and of the general chae 
racier of the perfon previous to his condemnation. This 
enables the, infpectors to form fome judgment of the new 
prifoner, and of the greater or lefs attention, which it will be 
neceflary to pay to his behaviour. 

The work affigned them is adapted to their ftrength and 
capacity. There are looms for weavers, workfhops and tools 
for joiners, carpenters, turners, fhocmakers, and taylors; the 
convis who underitand iuch trades are allowed to practife 
them ; the remainder are employed in fawing and polifhing 
marble ; in cutting logwood; in pounding and grinding plaif- 
ter of Paris; in carding wool or beating hemp. The weaker 
and lefs {kilful are employed in picking wool, hair, or oakum. 
The infpedtors have lately added a manufacture of nails; 
which affords employment to many prifoners, and brings con- 
fiderable profit to the houfe. Every one is paid in proportion 
to his labour. The bargaia for each fpecies of work is made 
in the prefence of the convict, between the jailer and employer. 
Out of his earnings the prifoner is obliged to pay his board; 
and the price of, or in fome cafes a certain hire for the inftrus 
ments he ufes: Thefe payments are fixed by the infpedors 
tour times in every year. 

Befides his board and clothing, which are paid out of the 
profits of his labour, the law obliges the convid to pay the 
expences of profecution, together with a fine, which is al- 
ways impofed.. The jailer is not here, as is too often the cafe 
in Ewiope, an extortioner, who Jays under contribution the 
weaknels, captivity, and mifery of the prifoner. No garnith, 
mo. purchafe of favours, no difmiffion fees difgrace thele 
prions, 

As the prifoner is never put in irons; as blows, ill-treat+ 
ment, and threats are ftrictly forbidden; as, in fhort, the whole 
difcipline of this houfe of corre€tion tends to convert it into 
a houfe of amendment, the office of jailer cannot be repug- 
nant to the feelings of a well-difpofed man. ‘The falary isa 
very good one; and the wages of the under officers fu ficient 
for their ftations. ‘The trequent vilits of the infpectors en 
fure, in (ome meafure, the integrity of the keepers, and pre- 
vent every fpecies of exaction, 

Each convict has a book, in which he enters his bargain 
made with his employer; and in which his earnings are allo 
fet down in order: The convict’s outgoings, whezher on ate 
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count of his profecution ; his fine; the price of the inftru- 
ments which he breaks, or injure 2s; of his cloathing, and of 
his board, are likewile fet down in this book; which is audited 
every three months, in the prefence of the infpe@ors. ‘The 
balance remains in the county treafury, which thus becomes 
thetreafury of the prifoners, and prevents any fulpicion falling 
upon the jailer. ‘The convicts are, generally, paid at the fame 
rate with unimprifoned workmen. As to the food of the 
ptifoners, it is contra&ed for by the jailer, under the eyes of 
the infpectors, who give orders for the payment: The rations 
are fettled and weighed in the prefence of the cook, who is 
bimfelf a- convict, and is paid from the carnings of the 
prifoners. 

The rooms in which the prifoners fleep are on the fecond 
fory, and contain each about ten or twelve bedfteads, on 
which are mattrafles ftuffed with cedar fhavings, fheets, and 
coverlids. Each perfon bas a feparate bed. They leave their 
toom at break of day, and do not return to it till night fall ; 
they are then fhut up without light. In very cold weather, 
they-are allowed a few billets. As the building is arched, they 
cannot fet fire to it ; and, were they to.attempt it, they would 
not only be expofed to fuffocation, but the furvivors would be 
obliged to pay the damages. Before they begin their labour, 
they dre obliged to wath their face and hands. In fummer 
they bathe twice a week in a bafon deftined to that purpofe. 
They are fhaved twice a weck ; and the wages of the bar- 
ber, who is a convict, form another part of the fum deducted 
from their daily carnings. They change their linen twice a 
week, Their breakfaft and fupper is a pudding of Indian 
corn, {weetened witn molafles. At dinner, they are allowed 
half a pound of meat. ‘They are never, on any account, per= 
mitted the ufe of fermented Jiquors, not even of {mall beer. 

If the convi& difobeys any order of the houfe, he is warned 
of his fictt offence by the inip eftors, the jailer, or turnkey; if 
be offends again, he is put into folitary confinement. The 
idler, who refules to work, is 2lfo fent into fo litary confine 
ment 5 and for him this punifhment, befides its extreme {e- 
verity, occafions bis lofing a portion of time and Jabour, which 
he muft make up by his futuce exertions, fince the expences 
of his board continue to be charged to his account. 

Solitary confinement is the only punifhment known ia the 
pil, The jailer and turnkeys are without arms; they are 
ten forbidden to carry fticks; left, in a moment of paffion, 
hey fhould ftrike a prifoner. A turnkey who gets in liquor, 
or 
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or has ill ufed a prifoner more than once, lofes his place. The 
infpeCtors fometimes enter into converfation with the convidds; 
exhort and confole them, and teach them to be at peace with 
themfelves and the world. On Sunday the prifoners attend a 
fermon and a leéture delivered by a clergyman ; it is not con. 
fidered to what fe& he is attached; religious liberty is as per. 
fe&t in the prifon as throughout the reit of the ftate. The 
fermons are adapted, as much as poflible, to the nature of the 
audience, All the prifoners are obliged to attend, except thole 
in folitary confinement; but none of the clafles are inter. 
mingled. In the evening another fermon is preached, and 
books are given to thofe who requeft them, of a nature fitted 
to recall them totheir duty. 


(To be continued.) 


_— — 


ANECDOTE of SIR EDWARD PELLEW, 





HE French General’s Lady, who was on boatd the 
Virginie lately captured by Sir Edward Pellew, was ia 
bed when the action commenced, but was foon moved to 4 
place of more fafety ; and in three minutes after fhe had left 
the bed a fhot tore it in pieces, knocked off the head of one 
man and the arm of another. She was removed to the Indefa- 
tigable, and appeared to be overcome with terror and affliction. 
Sir Edward remonftrated with her, faid that all danger was 
over, that fhe and her fon were fafe, and promifed her every 
protection in his power, begging of her, at the fame time, to 
fay what was the caufeof her terror, She acknowledged that 
the had been told, if the was taken by the Englifh, the thould 
be ill treated ; but Sir Edward Pellew foon quieted her fears 
on that head. Seeing foon after an American veilcl, he 
brought her to, and paid the Captain a fum of moncy to carry 
her and her fon to her hufband at Rochfort; he accompanied 
her to the veflel, and, on parting, fhe held out her hand to 
him, faid the had not words to thank him, and put a diamond- 
ring into his hand; which he inftantly returned, faying he 
could not think of actepting it; and faluting her, aflured het 
he was amply repaid for any little attention he had been able 
to thew her. Such an anecdote relieves one’s mind amidf 
the horrors of war, and forcibly {peaks in favour of our gal 
Jant countryman, 
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An ANECDOTE. 
E ENRY the Eighth, or his Poet-Laureat for him, thus 


laconically told his loves; 


“ Three Kates, two Nans, and one dear Jane, 1 wedded, 
“ Qne Dutch, one Spanifh, and four Englith wives: 
« From two I was divorc’d, two I beheaded, 
« One died in child-bed, and one me furvives.” 





MIXED BREAD. 
To. th PRINTER 
SIR, 


Baked for my poor neighbours, from the 1ft day of No- 

vember, 1795, to the 1ft of May, 1796, 1576 pots or pans 
of horfe beans and peas; and more than 3900 barley and 
wheaten loaves, mixed—a proof that one half the world don’t 
know how the other lives. 

I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 
JOHN MATHEWS, 
Eaftretch-/ireet, Taunton, 





A folemn Caution againft exceffive Drinking. 


ALLERIE COFFRE, a French prifoner lately confined 

in Portchefter Caftle, who was executed July 11, 1796, 

for the murder of Nicholas Chartier, his fellow-prifoner, de- 

livered a paper, of which the following is a copy, to a French 
pieft, by whom he was attended to the place of execution. 

“ Inthe name of the Father, the Sor, and the Holy Ghoft. 


~Fatal drunkennefs ! without which 1 fhould not have killed 
ny friend, fince I loved him, and regret him fincerely and with 


almyfoul. Truth obliges me to fay, to the end, that L have 


00 knowledge of that which I did then, fo much were my 
ales loft; neverthelefs, I have committed a great crime, I 
acknowledge the juftice of my condemnation. I intreat par- 
don for it from my friends, from all thofe who were witnefles 
wit, and, above all, from God, who is the Father and the Sa- 
Mour of ‘all men, and to whom I recommend my foul, trufting 
nyfelf to the merits of Jefus Chrift, and blefiing his divine 

Vou. XXVIII. 70ie F bounty, 
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bounty. I die a msmber of the Catholic Apoftolic Roman 


Church, 
« VALLERIE COFFRE, 


“ Witnefs 
«“ DELABAYE, July 11, 1796.” 





Anfwer, by William Davies, of Crowan,to P. Gadd’s Queftin, 
inferted March 7. 


O find the hour from fix the proportion is, as radius; 

tan. com. latitude 38° 53° :: tan. of the fun’s declina- 

tion 17° 48; the fine of the hour from fix 152, confequently 

the fun is eaft at feven o’clock in the morning, and weft at five 
in the afternoon. 


“*° We have received the like anfwer from D. Robarts, of 
St. Columbe; and J. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, 





Anfwer, by P. Hoare, of Stoke Climfland, to A. Ollivier’s Rebus, 
inferted April 25+ 


Y worthy Sir, I’ve undertook 
VE Your rebus to unfold, 
And when in Suffolk I did look, 
MELFORD I did behold. 


|*] We have received the like anfwer from J. Commins, of 
Taviftock ; J. Turner, of Langport; R.I. of Gulval; and 
N. Coles, junior, of Crediton. 


ee ———— —<——_—— 


4n ANAGRAM, ly RB. 1. of Gulval. 


Metal name, one letter add thereto; 
A Britifh river you will have in view; 

That letter change, the whole tranfpofe aright, 

A city’s name you'll quickly bave in fight; 
Which if tranfpofed, then laftly will be fhown 

A Hebrew meafure that is full well known, 
ttt Enigmatical Lifts of Towns have in them fa little Inge- 
nuity, and are fo extremely Camaon, that we think the Room thy 

would take up may be much better emplsyed. 

6 ; POETRY. 
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OW rough th’ afcent to virtue’s lofty fane 
Thro’ many a devious tract, and rugged path 
Of thorny bitternefs to rove, and wipe 
The frequent tear, which ready pity draws 
For worth infulted, or for poverty 
Unheard: Oh! fhall I dare the precipice ? 
I thudder at the fight: On either hand 
The f{neer contemptuous; or theconftant hifs 
Of libertines, at piety’s {weet mien, 
The modett carriage, or the penfive walk. 
Butoh! how tempting to the wifhful heart 
Yon fertile vale; where pleafure holds her court, 
Where all her filken fons, in beauty’s arms 
Supinely lock’d, melt manhood dowa, with all 
The train of little delicacies round, 
In cloy’d fatiety. While endlefs toil 
Awaits on virtue’s cal] ; the briny drop 
From fweaty brow, or manly finew ftretch’d 
By painful induftry—’tis hardhhip all. 
But hark! I hear her heav’nly voice; I mark 
Her mien celeftial ; and her beck’ning form 
Kind calling to her high reward: Behald— 
Yes virtue 1 am thinc—lead me thro’ toils, 
Thro’ perils, and thro’ woe ; thro’ all the ills 
That waiton human life; thro’ heat and cold, 
With chirft and hunger join’d ; let patience gaide 
My fault’ring fteps, to where thy dome rewards 
The daring fou], and joinsit to the Gods. 
J. DENOGHUE. 
Barnfiaple. 





_——— + — ee ey 
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Verles compofed, by P. Gove, of Exeter, when walking through @ 
Church-yard at Night. 


HILE thro’ thefe gloomy paths I tread, 
May ferious thoughts imprefs my mind! 
Sweet meditation lend thy aid, 
And raife my thoughts to things divine ! 


Ye vanities of life! no more 
Allure me with your tranfient gleams ; 
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Here ends your fplendour! Here iso’er 
Your fhort liv’d, falfe, delufive dreams ! 


In narrow bounds, here reft in peace, 

The young, the old, the rich, the poor; 
Here honours and diftinétions ceafe, 

The place that knew them knows no more. 


Retir’d from hroife, and worldly care, 
Their fleepipg duft together blend, 

*T ill the laft trump fhall rend the air 
And re-unite their duft again. 


Here mournful yews their fhades extend, 
And deeper darknefs veils the ground ; 
How awful is this nightly fcene, 
While folemn filence reigns aroud ! 
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.. is poor, and I am poor; 

Yet we will wed—fo fay no more ; 
And fhould the bairn you mention come, 
As few that marry but have fome, 

No doubt but Heaven will ftand our friend, 
And bread as well as children fend : 

_So fares the hen, in farmer’s yard 

To livealone fhe finds it hard ; 

l’ve known her weary ev’ry claw, 

In fearch of corn amongft the ftraw ; 

But when, in fearch of nicer food, 

She clucks amongft her chirping brood, 

With joy I’ve feen the felf-fame hen 

That fcratch’d for one, could icratch for ten : 
‘Thefe are the thoughts that make me willing, 
Totake my girl without a fhilling ; 
And for the telf-fame caufe d’ye {ee, 
Jenny refolvesto marry me. 


NEDDY:. 


Honiton. 





Tranflation of fome Latin Lines made by the Rev. Mr, Evans, 


Jeeing a Ship launched, 


Sy yon new (hip, in art’s extremett pride, 

Into the bofom of the ocean glide; 

So the young man, from tutor’s fhackles free, 
‘Tempts life’s adventurous and more dangerous fea ; 
Each of the wavesand ftorms the {corn and {port, 
If fome kind ftar conduct not co a porte 
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